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unconsciously assimilated itself to the narrow- This view seems at least to have far more
fronted single room megaron of the North, to recommend it than the counter theory
which itself no doubt grew common later on,
as the successive waves of the fair-haired

that we must look to the North itself as the
source of the Aegean civilisation. Is this the

Aryan Achaeans and Hellenes and other final word? or of this too will it one day be
kindred tribes from the North superposed said TpiaKTrjpos oi\trai Tvyvv ?
their ruder civilisation on the older and
more artistic civilisation of the South. JANET CASE.

QUID TIMES? CAESAREM VEHIS.

IT is the penalty of any subject that
has had its way too long and too undis-
putedly, that when it is challenged and
decried by new rivals, a certain nervous
alarm occupies the heart of its professors.
They seem to think that the battle is as
good as lost when once 'the blast of the
terrible ones is as a storm against the wall.'
The classical schoolmaster is, in fact, far
too nervous: he is apt to tremble and take
refuge, like the Cadmean maidens in the
Aeschylean drama, by appealing to the deities,
instead of buckling on his armour and
realising that he, like Wordsworth's Tous-
saint, has powers that will work for him
and 'great allies.' In fostering and en-
couraging, for instance, the study of the
Greek classical drama, he is on the same
path as those who think Shakespeare an
absolute essential in education: let it be
granted, nay, insisted on, that Science and
History have been, till recent years, woefully
neglected or disparaged, at leading schools
and by dignified authorities: on the other
hand, let it be realised that the timidity
which shrinks from recognising in Homer
and the Greek drama the basis alike of
art and philosophy is not a satisfactory
leader. ' Classics '—it has been wisely said
—' are in a dangerous crisis now': but
the danger is not to be met by sighs
or despondency on the part of teachers,
but by recalling what the classics have
done and can do. The influences of the
Greek spirit are not mere reminiscences of
outworn themes: they are not the antagonists
of Science or of History: they are

Exultations, agonies,
And love, and man's unconquerable mind.

It is remarkable, and melancholy, that so
many teachers should be showing .faint-
heartedness, at the very moment when,
more perhaps than ever before, the study
of classical literature has been facilitated,
both in prose and verse, by excellent
translations. The silvery prose of the late
Professor Jebb's Sophocles needs no praise—
but it is not, of course, a book for the
multitude: form and bulk alike put it in
a separate category, as an opus magnum.
But when we have realised that Greek
not merely can, but should, be begun later
than hitherto has been usual, we shall find
a multitude of counsellors to aid us. After
all, youth turns more readily to the poetry
of a foreign language than to its prose,
and more quickly, perhaps, to its drama
than to its lyrical or elegiac poetry—and
herein lies the opportunity of the teacher,
his great and abounding chance, of getting
hold of the learner, and inducing him,
through a comparatively familiar medium,
to know what the Greeks have to tell.
Thousands have learned to absorb the
elements of Greek literature, in its simplest
and most indelible form, by what is virtually
a translation, The Heroes: in more recent
days, the Homeric world has been opened
to youth by means of excellent prose trans-
lations, archaic and most attractive tale-
telling. Few things give keener delight to
boyhood than a real set-to between a Greek
and a Trojan chieftain: the teacher who
cannot stir a class to sorrow over the pitiful
fate of Hector, or the visit of Priam to
Achilles, may possibly teach grammar, but
has assuredly missed his vocation and
neglected his own mind: a little later, the
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mysterious arrival of Odysseus, the recogni-
tion of Argus, the bending of the mighty
bow, the long-delayed vengeance that falls
upon the suitors,—these gain enormously
in interest by being read in the original
with the aid of a sympathetic teacher, but
they do not lose their essential charm by
being presented to boyhood (to begin with)
in the prose of Mr. Lang and his coadjutors,
or in the stanzas of Worsley, or the qua-
trains of Prof. Mackail!

So also it is with the Greek dramas,
essentially the forerunners of Shakespeare.
So long as boyhood was jolted slowly, with
the help, or hindrance, of crabbed Latin
notes, through half a play of Euripides ©r
Sophocles, including an unexplained, and
indeed (with that apparatus) inexplicable,
chorus or two, no wonder that a Greek
play was apt to spell boredom. But this
is not the time to 'despair of the republic,'
when one of the best verse-writers in
England—Prof. Gilbert Murray—combines
fine scholarship with a lyric gift that makes
his versions of Euripides a joy to any one,
old or young, whether he knows Greek or
not; and couples with it an instinct for

narrative and a sense of the pathetic which
can elude no intelligent boy, unless—and it
is a large exception—he has been ill-grounded
and confused, untimely and immaturely, two
or three years too soon.

It is, we think, quite indisputable that
translations, whether in verse or prose, by
scholars like Professors Mackail and Murray,
and such aids as are issued now by the
' Temple' and ' World's Classics,' with trans-
lations comprised, give ample opportunity
and encouragement, both to teachers and
learners, to find classical studies neither
dull nor difficult nor out of date. The
one essential thing is that we should hearten
our studies, realise that it is not the
competition of other subjects, but the languor
that supervenes upon misdirected and con-
fused efforts, that makes too many of us
think the finest poetry and drama of antiquity
'a pass'd mode, an outworn theme.' After
all, it was a wise and witty man, though
not a classical scholar, who reminded us,
once for all, that the ruling passion of
humanity was to get orders for the play !

M.

THE BOEOTIAN CONSTITUTION.

OF the new information afforded us by the
papyrus recently deciphered and published
by Drs. Grenfell and Hunt, the most in-
teresting portion consists in the account of
the Boeotian Constitution as it stood at the
beginning of the fourth century B.C. I desire
to discuss in this paper the point of chief
importance, the Four Senates of the Boeotians,
as I find myself unable to agree with the
interpretation put upon it by the editors.
They translate the passage in question thus :

The condition of Boeotia at that time was
as follows. There were then appointed in
each of the cities four boulai, of which not
all the citizens were allowed to become
members, but only those who possessed a
certain amount of money; of these boulai
each one in turn held a preliminary sitting
and deliberation about matters of policy,

and made proposals to the other three, and
a resolution adopted by all became valid.
Their individual affairs they continued to
manage in that fashion, while the arrange-
ment of the Boeotian league was this.

Hitherto all we knew of the Four Senates
was derived from Thucydides 5, 38, a
chapter which must now be considered. It
runs thus: In the winter of 421/0 the
Boeotarchs determined to form an alliance
with Corinth and some other states. Before
the oath was taken the Boeotarchs com-
municated this resolution Tats r&rcrhpo-i

T<3v BOIWTWI', actrtp a/irav TO KVpos
But the members of the Senates of

the Boeotians rejected the proposal on the
ground that the Lacedaemonians would be
displeased by an alliance with the then
unfriendly Corinth. As a matter of fact, the


